Acute coalescent mastoiditis in an infant: an emerging trend?
There is some evidence to suggest that the incidence and complications of ACM may be increasing. However, in the current era of widespread access to health care and broad-spectrum antibiotics, an intratemporal or intracranial complication from acute otitis media may not initially be suspected. The reported case is significant in that the patient was very young, had no underlying disease or immunocompromise, and did not have a known antecedent acute otitis media. With the emergence of resistant streptococcal species and prolonged survival in immunocompromised patients, the relative incidence of complications caused by acute otitis media will probably continue to rise, making it imperative that we raise our index of suspicion for previously rare infectious complications of relatively common diseases.